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Catch — & — Release is a participatory design project that
aims to capture and celebrate the extraordinary efforts

of a community in a time of crisis. South Street Seaport is a
waterfront neighborhood with a strong maritime tradition that
has historically subsisted on its proximity to water, and was
one of the areas hardest hit by Superstorm Sandy.

While inflicting severe physical and emotional damage on
neighborhood and its inhabitants, the misfortune of the storm
also revealed and fostered a strong sense of community

— it was the people of South Street Seaport, and
their strength and willingness to help each other,

that brought the neighborhood back to life.

Catch — & — Release hopes to recognize, and make
public and visible the neighborhood's resilient spirit.

Step Inside. Catch your thoughts. Let your messages of gratitude
toward the members of this community be seen and heard.

Help build a platform upon which to create a more

open and public dialogue in the neighborhood and beyond.
Observe how community bonds become visible through gestures
of recognition. As the messages accumulate, this installation

will become a visible symbol of the unity and shared visions of
the South Street Seaport community.

In February 2014, all the messages will be released to their
recipients in a public ceremony of gratitude and recognition.
A series of programs will follow throughout the Spring

offering participants the opportunity to collectively build
a shared vision for the neighborhood’s future.
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Catch & Releass b part of AMGANT's Design,/Relief inlthathe, o porticipotory design project
theat oima to help the nelghborhoods of South Street Seaport, Red Heak, and the Rieckowoys to imogine
& mors vibrant future for themsslves an they overcome the lingering effects of Superstorm Sandy.
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Catch — & — Release is a participatory
design project in South Street Seaport
that unearths hidden and forgotten
aspects of the neighborhood’s rich
history and culture. As the birthplace of
maritime New York City, South Street
Seaport holds extraordinary cultural
assets that often go overlooked as

the area experiences economic and
environmental changes. By animating
inactive spaces with cultural activity
that feature recent and historical local
lores, Catch — & — Release deepens a
sense of place and community for both
neighborhood inhabitants and visitors.

December 2013 — March 2014

The first phase of Catch — & — Release
highlights the resilience and agency
manifested by the people of South
Street Seaport in the wake of Hurricane
Sandy. The temporary interactive space,
documented in this book, was built at
South Street and John Street under the
FDR and invited neighbors and visitors
to step inside, take a moment to reflect
on their experiences during and after
the storm, and give recognition to the
help they received from the Seaport
community. Participants released their
messages of gratitude by writing and
raising notes using the rope and pulley
system, materials tied to the Seaport’s
maritime history. More than 150 cards,
aggregated in the space over three
months, collectively visualized the
strong social bonds within the Seaport
community and beyond.

April — August 2014

Through a collection of personal
anecdotes, reflections, and
interpretations, the second phase of
Catch — & — Release will use audio
tours to give voice to abandoned street
corners and empty establishments of
South Street Seaport.

Catch — & — Release is part of
AIGA/NY’s Design/Relief initiative,
a participatory design project that
aims to help the neighborhoods of
South Street Seaport, Red Hook,
and the Rockaways imagine a more
vibrant future for themselves as
they overcome the lingering effects
of Superstorm Sandy. This special
project of the New York chapter of

AIGA explores the potential of design

in defining and expanding creative
placemaking to positively transform
communities.

Design/Relief is supported by an
innovation grant from ArtPlace
America.

Phase 1 of Catch — & — Release
was prepared for the New York
State Department of State Office
of Coastal, Local Government and
Community Sustainability with
funds provided under Title 11 of the
Environmental Protection Fund.

Project Lead
Designer:
Yeju Choi

Community
Outreach
Strategists:
Francesca Birks
Josh Treuhaft

Phase 1 Storytellers:
Cristian Fleming
Stephanie Lukito

Phase 2 Storyteller:
B. Tyler Silvestro

Space Design
and Construction:
Yeju Choi

Chat Travieso

Heechan Kim
Chris Fox

Book Concept
and Design:
Yeju Choi

Photographs:
Yeju Choi

AIGA Design/Relief
Program Director:
Laetitia Wolff

AIGA Design/Relief
Project Board:
Willy Wong

Glen Cummings
Manuel Miranda

AIGA Design/Relief
Intern:
Taylor Kuhn

www.aigany.org
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